
I Toxi J waistesf ^ buried 
in Metro-East landfill 

-By Ttmotl^ Middletco-
Uetro-E^ast Jbunia] Staff 

î 
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t .Approximate^ 200 bands of 
what pollution control officiais 
c ^ ''low-level" toxic wsetes 

' bave been buried «t the MAL 
'Landfill at Blinoia 208 and lU' 
: erstate 5S-70 near Granite City. 

-State Envinnimentd Proteo 
;fion Agency of̂ lct̂ l8 m tha 
I waste poses no pollution ttireat 
,' About 11 tnick-loariK oCihe^m; 

y^ ' L E f l l t e t j L -
i tfee aite amp* la«* Nivamhor. 
TEowever, had to .be diverted 
.to another.i>art of the:Btat^ 
1 because the Metro-East landfill 
i is not considered a safe dinnp-
jing BTound lor tha hazardous 

I The bands already buried 
tat the landfjl] also have to 
be moved, the ofQdals said.-

- ; ^ A regional manager Ken
neth Mensing in (Minsville de> 

' scribed the material in the bar-
.-rds.as^ paint dudge, a fhuo-. 
' inafaie, - poisonous - substaooe 

'»dangerous enough tiiat it must 
ih t buried imder special coOdi-
;tiods with apedfic autboiza^ 

• ition o£ the EPA. 
; Mensing aeid Iha material 
j 7 . . : . • • : . • • : • r > ; : . .- « , . ; 

TTOiild have been burled at the 
WilsQDville landfiD designated 
for toxic Vastes, but tt has 
been dosed hy court order de
spite EPA insistence it is a 

' safe storage area. . 1 • ' 
Both the WilsooviOe and 

'Granite Qty landfills are own
ed by SCA Services. Its offi-
dals could not be reached to
day..... ..• ; 

The existence of the bands 
was learned by the Metro-East 
Journal from a source claiming 
to l>e an, employee of tlie land-' 
fill. He said ha bad seen m»< 
terial iealdng . from. barrels 
stored 4o rtmcks -.. formerly 
parked-at tbe^site..'-^> iX' v.. 
•He said he^became alarmed 

after seeing a television news 
special on toxic wastes, "The 
Killing Ground," oo lliursday. 

The source raid he 4lid not 
know wh^ the material was, 
but described it as foul-smell
ing. •• . . - . •. - .^-'̂ '̂ -^-^^ 

"Yoa can tee by the office' 
there (at the landfill) tratiei^ 
loads of bonds leaking hazap' 
dous materials," tiie soiree 
said. "If these bands are leak
ing, naturally this stuff is leek-
nnderground." 

' The EPA' issued a sjtecld 
permit to the landM to accept 
and dispose of tlie waste in 
November, Thomas Cavanagh, 
manager of landfill permits fin: 
the EPA, said today; . 

He said the barrels are bur« 
led at a part of the site that 
is underlain by more than 10 
feet of relatively impermeable 
cky separating it from the wa
ter table, which supplies drink
ing water to numerons Metro* 

'East communities. •!<<.. « .. 

There Is "absdutdy not" any 
cause for alarm, Cayanagh 
sald.̂ '̂We do not issue permits 
for' 'people 'to pollute"̂  the 
groundwater;* we Issue permits 
so the -groundwater fa protec-^ 
ted from poDutioo." ' 

Mensing said that afttf the 
special permit was issued,-
landfill operators discovered a 
water-beaing strata of silt 
aboot £ve feet below the sui^ 
face, and were forced to su^ 
Ipid operatiois. 

Ife said the water coiid coo-
ceivably cany material kak-
iqg ftom the barrels to a point 

it could .pose a tiueat 
surface or groundwater. 
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